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[ N°LXXV.] Saturday, Fuly 8. 1786. 
E? troppo barbara quella legge, che vuol difporre del cuor delle donne a cofte 
della loro rovina, GoLDONI. 
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To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


STR, Avignon, May 1786. 
OU will perhaps be furprifed at receiving a letter from this place; 
but if you poflefs that benevolence which from your writings 
one is led to afcribe to you, the unfortunate from any quarter may 
claim fome of your notice. My ftory, I believe, will not be without 
its ufe; and if you knew that fort of melancholy indulgence which I 
fee] in addrefling a letter to my native country !— But 1 will not give 
way to feeling, I mean fimply to relate; and fituated as I am, banifh- 
ed from the world, and loft to myfelf, I can tell my ftory,—l think [ 
can,—as that of a third perfon, in which though I may be interefted, 
I will yet be impartial. 

My father poflefled a fmall patrimonial eftate in the county of . 
and married,.in early life, a Lady whofe birth was much above her 
fortune, and who unluckily retained all the pride of the firft, though 
it but ill {uited the circumftances of the latter. The confequences were 
fuch as might be expected. My father was involved in an expenfive 
ftyle of life, which in a few years obliged him to fell his eftate for pay- 
ment of his debts. He did not live to feel the diftreffes to which he 
might have been reduced; and after his death, my mother took up 
her refidence in a country-town, where the pittance that remained 
from the reverfion of my father’s effects, affifted by a fmall penfion 
from government, which a diftant relation of my mother’s procured for 
us, enabled her to educate me on that fober plan which neceflity had 
now taught her to adopt. 

Our fituation, however, ftill allowed her to mix fomething of the 
gentecl in my education; and the place in which we lived was inhabirt- 
ed by feveral families, who, like us, had retired from more public 
and expenfive life, and {till retained fomewhat of that polifh which 
former intercourfe with the fafhionable world had conferred. At the 
age of feventeen, therefore, I was, I believe, tolerably accomplithed ; 
and though | knew nothing of high life, nor indeed wifhed to know 
it, yet I poffeffed a degree of refinement and breeding rather above 
what the circumftances of my mother might have been expected to al- 
low. 

Of my beauty I was, like other girls, fomewhat vain; but my mo- 
ther was proud toa degree. She looked upon it as a gift by which 
my fortune and hers were to be made, and confequently {pared no 
poflible pains to fet it off to advantage. Its importance and its power 
were often inculcated on me; and my ambition was daily inflamed by 
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the recital of the wealth and ftation which other girls had acquired by 
marriages to which their beauty alone had intitled them, | think I 
heard thofe inftances with more indifference than my mother wifhed | 
fhould; and could not eafily be brought to confider all happinefs as 
centered in riches or in rank, to which her wiihes and hopes were con- 
{tantly pointed. 

Thefe hopes, however, accident put it in her power to accomplith. 
At the houfe of one of the genteeleft of our acquaintance (who had 
two daughters nearly of my age) we met with Mr M , a gentle- 
man whom the lady of the houfe introduced particularly to us, as a 
man of great fortune and fingular worth, MrM was paft the 
meridian of life; he had the look and air of a man who had feen the 
world, and talked on moft fubjects with a degree of fhrewd, and often 
farcaftic obfervation, which met with much applaufe from the older 
part of the company, but which was not at all calculated to pleafe the 
younger. The enthufiafm of attachment, of feeling, and of virtue, 
which our reading fometimes induced us to mention, he ridiculed as 
exifting only in the dreams of poetry, or the fanciful heroes of ro- 
mance; but which fenfe and experience neither looked to find in 
others, or ventured to indulge in ourfelves. In fhort, my compa- 
nions and | hated and feared him; and neither our averfion or our 
fear was at all removed by the leCtures of our mothers on his good 
fenfe and agreeable manners. 

Thefe lectures were at laft beftowed with particular emphafis on me, 
and, after a day or two’s preamble of general commendations, he was 
formally propofed to me by my mother as a hufband. He himfelf, 
though he made his court chiefly to her, was now pretty fedulous in 
his attentions to me; and made many {peeches to my beauty, and pro- 
teftations of his love, which [ heard with little emotion, but which 
my mother, and her friend whofe guefls we were, reprefented as the 
genuine expreflions of the moft fincere and ardent attachment, Of 
love | had formed fuch ideas as girls of my age — do; and 
though I had no particular preference for any one elfe, I did not he- 
fitate in refufing him, for whom I had hitherto conceived nothing but 

“‘difguit. My rebate! ‘ecsentel the ardour of my lover in his fuit: to 
me he talked in common-place language of the anguith it caufed him; 

to my mother he {poke in the language of the world, and increafed 
his offers in point of fettlement to an exorbitant degree. Her influence 
was proportionally exerted. She perfuaded, implored, and was angry. 
The luxury and ha ppinefs of that flate which | might acquire were 
warmly painted; the folly, the impiety, of depriving myfelf and her 

of to comfortable an eftablifhment, was {trongly held forth; the good 
qualities and generofity of Mr M were ropatiates on; thofe ideas 
which | ventured to plead as reafons for my rejection were ridiculed 
and exploded. At my time of life, unufed to refiltance, fond of my 
mother, and accuftomed to be guided by her; perhaps, too, fome- 
what dazzled with the profpect of the fituation which this marriage 
would open to me; it is not furprifing that my firit refolutions were 
overcome. I became the wife of Mr M 

For fome time the happinefs they had promifed feemed to attend 
me. My hufband was warm, if not tender in his attachment; my 
wifhes for myfelf were not only indulged, but prompted; and his 
kindnefs to my mother and my friends was unbounded. I was grate- 
ful 
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ful to Mr M , L regarded, I efteemed, I wifhed to love him. On 
the birth of a fon, which happened about a year after our marriage, 
he redoubled his afliduities about me. | was more happy, more grate- 
ful; | looked on my boy, his father careiled him; and then it was 
that I loved Mr M indeed. 

This happinefs, however, it was not my good fortune long to en- 
joy. Some projects of political ambition, in which Mr M was en- 
gaged, called him from thofe domeftic enjoyments which feemed for a 
while to have interefted him, into more public life. We took up our 
refidence in the capital, and Mr M introduced me to what is 
called the beft company. Of his own fociety [ foon came to enjoy 
but little. His attachment for me began vifibly to decay, and by de- 
grees he loft altogether the attentions which for a while outlived ir, 
Sullen and filent when we were alone, and either neglectful or con- 
temptuous when we had company, he treated me as one whom it 
would have degraded him to love or to refpect; whom it was {fcarce 
worth while to hate or to defpife. I was confidered as merely a 
part of his eftablifhment; and it was my duty to do the ho- 
nours of his table, as it was that of his butler to attend to his fide- 
board, or of his groom to take care of his horfes. Like them too, I 
was to minifter to his vanity, by the fplendour of my appearance; I 
was to fhew that beauty of which he was mafter, in company and 
at public places, and was to carry the trappings with which he 
had adorned it, to be envied by the poor, and admired by the weal- 
thy. While my affection for him continued, I fometimes remonftra- 
ted againtt this, His anfwers were firft indifferent, and then peevith. 
Young, giddy, and fond of amufement, I at laft be ran to enjoy the 
part he afligned me, and entered w armly 3 into that round of diffipa- 
tion, which for a while I had pafled through without relifh, and often 
with felf-reproach. My fon, who had been my tie to home, he took 
from “ne, to place him in the family of a former tutor of his own, 
who now kept a French academy; and I never had a fecond child. 
My fociety was made up of the gay and the thoughtlefs; women who, 
like me, had no duty to perform, no laudable exertion to make; but’ 
who in the buitle of idlenefs were to lofe all thought, and in the forms 
of the world all honeft attachment. 

For a confiderable time, however, a fenfe of right, which I had 
imbibed in my infancy, rofe up occafionally to embitter my pleafures, 
and to make me afhamed of the part | was acting. Whenever Mr M— 
took the trouble of perceiving this, it ferved him but as a fubjec for 
ridicule, The reftraints of religion, or nice morality, he was at pains 
to reprefent as the effects of tanaticifm and pedantry; and when | 
feemed {urprifed or fhocked at the principles he held forth, he threw 
in a fneer at my former fituation, and hinted, that but for him | had 
been {till the aukward ignorant thing he found me, 

Yet this man expected that I fhould be virtuous, as that word is 
ufed by the world; that I fhould guard that honour which was his, 
while every other pr inciple of my own rectitude was extinguilhed. For 
a long time it was fo. My horror at that degree of depravity was not 
to be overcome, even amidift the levity, to call it no worfe, of man- 
ners which | faw continually around me, and which, as far as it was 
a mark of fafhion, he feemed to wifh me to participate. Still in the 
poffeflion of youth and beauty, I did not efcape folicitations ; but I 
repelled 
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repelled them with a degree of refentment, which I often heard the 
very man whofe honour it guarded treat as aflectation in any woman 
who fhould pretend it. He would frequently repeat from the Letters 
of Lord Chefterfie/d, that a declaration of love to a woman was always 
to be ventured, becaufe, even though it was rejected, fhe would accept 
of it as a compliment to her attractions. I had foon opportunities of 
knowing that Mr M was as loofe in his practice as in his prin- 
ciples. His infidelities, indeed, he was not at much pains to conceal ; 

and while | continued to upbraid him, was at almoft as little pains to 
excule, 

In fuch. circumftances, was it to be wondered at if my virtue was 
not always proof againtt the attacks to which it was expofed? With 
a hufband unequal in years, lott to my affeClion, as I was caft from 
his, and treating me as one from whom no love or duty was to be ex- 
pected; a hufband whofe principles were corrupt, whofe converfation 
was loofe, whofe infidelity gave a fort of juftice to mine; furround- 
ed at the ‘fame time by young men whofe per fons were attractive, 
whofe manners were engaging, whofe obfequious attentions were con- 
trafted with my hufband’s neglect, and whofe pretended adoration 
and refpect were oppofed to his rudenels and contempt :—Was it won- 
derful, that thus fituated, expofed to temptation, and unguarded by 
principle, I fhould forget firft the reftraints of prudence, and then the 
obligations of virtue? 

Refigned as { now am to my fituation, I can look on it as a kind 
interpolition of Providence, that detection foon followed my firft de- 
viations from virtue, before I had loft the feelings of fhame and con- 
trition, before | had wandered an irrecoverable diitance from duty, 
from principle, from religion, Here, in this place of banifhment 
which the mercy of my hufband allotted me, I have met with fome 
benevolent guides, who have led me to thofe fources of comfort, who 
have given me a ttation in which, amidift the obloquy of the world, 
amidft the humiliation of repentance, I can {till in fome degree refpect 
myfelf; who have taught me to cultivate my mind, to improve its 
powers, to regulate its principles; who have led me to a jufter value 
* of this life, to a fincere hope of the next. 

Humbled, and I truft improved by affliction, I will not indulge 
either vindication or refentment; the injuries I have done my hufband 
I am willing to expiate by penitence and by {futlering; yet for his own 
fake, and for the warning of others, let me afk him, If, for thefe in- 
juries to him, and fufferings to me, he never imputes any blame to 
himielf? | am told he 1s loud in his charges of my ingratitude and 
perfidy. I again repeat, that I will not offer to apologife for my 
weaknefs or my crimes. but it would be more digmified in him, as 
well as more juit, were he to forget rather than to reproach the wo- 
man whofe perfon he bought, whofe affections he defpited, whofe in- 
nocence he corrupted,—whofe ruin he has caufed! 


SOPHIA M—. 
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